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23, Morch 2011

H.E. Ambossqdor Zhong Xionyi
Embossy of the People's Republic of Chino in Bonglodesh
PLOT 2&4, EMBASSY ROAD, BLOCK-I, BARIDARA, BANGLADESH
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Deor Sir, Mr. Ambossqdor,

We, the Shelter for the poor is o non-poli t icol, non-port ison ond Not{or-Profi t  humon
righis bosed orgonizotion, working with the urbon poor / slum dwellers ond the
homeless communii ies from oround Bonglodesh ond we ore working on the tssues of
lond ond housing rights, os well os odvocoting on issues of sociol justice, humon
rights ond peoce. We clre o member of leoders qnd Orgonizers of Communily
Orgonizotions in Asio (LOCOA), on Asion regionol network of urbon poor
orgOnizOtiOnS. r l ' ; 'ough +hiS netwC,'r,  we hc-'  'e been fql!: '" ' i rrrr the distUrbing
developments surrounding the evici ions of opproximotely 4,00C fomil ies from on ond
oround Boeung Kok Loke in Phnom Penh, Combodio since 2OO9 due to on i l legol
development project thot hos been supported by o series of Chinese investors.
Recently, we leorned obout the involvement of o Chinese compony frorn Inner
Mongolio, Erdos Hongjun Inveslment Co., os o new investor iri this development
project.
We understond thol Erdos Hongjun hos been involved in lhe proiect os on inveslmenl
portner of the Combodion developer Shukoku, Inc. since lost yeor. The project itself
is bosed on on i l legol 99-yeor concession gronted in 2OO7 by the Municipoli ty of
Phnom Penh to Shukoku Inc. to f i l l  in Boeung Kok Loke ond develop the 133 hectore
oreo for commerciol purposes, which enloils the eviction of the opprorimotely 4,000
fcmil ies originolly l iving in ihe loke oreo. While holf of these frrmil ies hove olreody
been compelled to move owoy under duress, the roughly 2,000 fomil ies thot remoin
hove just been issued evict ion nofices doted 2 Morch 2011, specifying thot they
foce the prospect of forced eviction if they do rrot leove the orea by 8 Morch 201 l.
While the fomil ies of Boeung Kok l-oke hove i lrus for repeotedly foced mult iple
injustices due to this development project, they ore not ot ol l  opposed to the
development of Boeung Kok Loke per se. However, they remoin f irm in ossert ing thol
ony development of the Boeung Kok Loke oreo must be inclusive. ond their own
rights to port icipotion musi be respected. Indeed, the people hove token the
init iot ive to consult with technicol experts ond hove come up with their own

compromise solution thcrt ensures thot ol l  siokeholders, including Combodion society
os o whole, wil l  benefit  from the development.
Specificolly, the residenls of Boeung Kok loke ore proposing on olternolive plon

bqsed on lond shoring thot would use only l5 ouf of lhe 133 hectores of totol oreo in

the projecl for the construclion of housing lo occommodole oll residenls on ond

oround the loke. Ihis orrongemenl omounls lo ollowing the people to remoin on ond

moke use of fewer lhon 127" of the tolol oreo for lheir residence, while leoving lhe

remoining 88% oI the oreo to the developers lo use for commerciolbenefif.

Unfortunotely, Shukoku Inc. hos thus for been unwil l ing to tolk with the people of

Boeung Kok Loke or consider their olternoiive development plon ond hos insfeod
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been intent on evicting them from the oreo wiihout ony diolog. We therefore collon
the Chinese government to persuode Erdos Hongjun Inveslment Co. to recognize its
morol responsibility lo the people of Boeung t<ok-- tqke by freezing its investment in
the development proiect unfll such llme qi Shukoku Inc. ond lhe Munlcipotity of
Phnom Penh open negotiotions wllh lhe people's represenlotives ond reqch o
sotisfoctory conclusion regording their lond shoring plon.

It should olso be pointed oui thot the Worid Bonk hos become involved in this cose
ond is currently urging the Combodion government to holt the evict ions ond f ind o
solution to the conflict thol meets with the sotisfoction of the offected fomilies. Like
other recognized iniernotionol developmeni ogencies, the World Bonk l ikely reolizes
the desirobil i ty of lond shoring os o mode of problem solving in lcr"rd confl icts coused
by development projects, becouse it  ensures in principle thot ol lrelevont port ies con
jointly benefii from the fruits of development.

Finolly, we would like to remind you of lhe hisloricol importonce of Chino's role In the
inlernotionol oreno os o genuine supporter of developmenl in the globol soulh. In
porllculor, Chlno conlinues lo be viewed os o fiiend ond o key economic portner by
mony people throughout Asio. ll would lherefore be mosf unforlunole if Erdos
Hongiun's irresponsible inveslmenl in lhe Boeung Kok Loke development projecl
were lo conlinue, resulting in lhe forced eviction of fhe remoining 2,OOO fomilies in
fhe oreo, os this siluolion would cerloinly domoge the good repulotion of Chino. We
trust lhol the Chinese government urill undersi,rnd the grovitv of the siluotion ond
persuode Erdos Hongjun Investment Co. to suspend ifs invesfmeni in lhe Boeung Kok
loke development projecf unfil Shukoku Inc. ond lhe Municipolity of Phnom penh
ore oble lo reoch o conslruclive ogreement wilh lhe people of Boeung Kok Loke
themselves on lheir ollernolive lond shoring plon.

Sincerely,
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Abu Royhon Al-Beeroonee
CEO, Shelter for the poor ond
Member of LOCOA in Bonglociesh


