
June 14th 2018

➢ To the kind attention of the Governement and of the Authorities
of Republic of Kenya and of East Africa

Governor
Mr. Ndiritu Mureithi

Laikipia County
P.O Box 1271-10400

Nanyuki
+254-721- 031 031

 e-mail: info@laikipia.go.ke

Clerk
Mr. Jasper M. Mutuiri

 County Assembly of Laikipia
 e-mail: assembly@ca.laikipiacounty.go.ke

Principal Secretary
Mr. Torome Saitoti

 Ministry of Defence
publicaffairs@mod.go.ke

Principal Secretary
Dr. Karanja Kibicho
Ministry of Interior

and Government Coordination
 e-mail: Ps.interior@kenya.go.ke

Chief Executive Officer
Mr. Mike Harrison

Northern Rangeland Trust
 e-mail: info@nrt-kenya.org

Secretary General
Mr. Libérat Mfumukeko

East African Community
Close Afrika Mashariki Road

P.O. Box 1096
Arusha

United Republic of Tanzania
Tel: +255 (0)27 216 2100
Fax: +255 (0)27 216 2190

Email:eac@eachq.org

Speaker
Hon. Daniel Fred Kidega

East African Legislative Assembly
 e-mail: eala@eachq.org

Registry
Dr. Robert Eno

East African Court of Justice
Tel: +255 2970430/1/2/3/4/5

 e-mail: Robert.Eno@african-court.org
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CC:

➢ UN Special Rapporteurs on Human Rights

Ms. Victoria Tauli Corpuz
UN Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples

 e-mail:indigenous@ohchr.org 

Ms. Leilani Fahra
UN Special Rapporteur on the Right to Adequate Housing

 e-mail:srhousing@ohchr.org, leilani@cwp-csp.ca, juli.perucca@unhousingrapp.org

Mr. Michel Forst
UN Special Rapporteur on the Situation of Human Rights Defenders

 e-mail:defenders@ohchr.org, urgent-action@ohchr.org

Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights
Palais Wilson

1211 Geneva 10, Switzerland

 Promoter organization of the International Tribunal on Evictions
 

International Alliance of Inhabitants 
  e-mail: global.coordinator.iai@habitants.org 

➢ Social movement

Bunge La Mwananchi
e-mail : bungesocialmovement@gmail.com

➢ Civil Society

➢ Media of Kenya and International

Official communication of ITE Recommandations 6 th Session International Tribunal on 
Evictions
Case Kenya: Violent evictions of the Masai in the name of protecting wildlife to support 
elite tourism

The International Tribunal on Evictions (ITE) is a people’s and opinion tribunal established in 2011 by 
the International Alliance of Inhabitants and civil society organisations for the World Zero Evictions 
Days to practically and interactively put forced evictions from around the world in the dock. The 
Tribunal relies on the expertise of a well respected and competent international Jury, as well as on the 
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and other instruments of international 
law, and pass judgement on real cases of forced evictions that constitute human rights violations, as 
well as Recommendations in order to adress the situation.

The Jury of the ITE 6th Session, held in Venice, Italy, from 28 to 30 September 2017, listened to the 
testimonies of evictions, reports and proposals of recommendations of inhabitants and communities 
from 5 continents, all of whom are affected by evictions and human rights violations caused by tourism
development. 

The cases selected and judged include:

• India: Expropriation and evictions to make room for a third airport for the national capital, New

Delhi

• Sri Lanka: Land grabbing for tourism development, Pa  a  nama Village
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• Argentina: Evictions and gentrification in the historic neighbourhood of La Boca, Buenos Aires

• Kenya: Violent evictions of the Masai in the name of protecting wildlife to support elite tourism

• Italy: Fake tourist rentals on the Island of Pellestrina, Venice 

One such case affect the inhabitants of the territory ruled by your Governement. 

The inaugural message at ITE 6th Session by Leilani Farha, the UN Special Rapporteur on the Right to 
Adequate Housing, underlined the legal obligations of Countries to comply with relevant human rights 
provisions, especially with regard to Article 11 of International Covenant Economic Social and Cultural 
Rights and confirmed her acknowledgment of and support for the International Tribunal on Evictions. 

The ITE Jury, composed of concerned experts and representatives from international and local 
organisations with expertise in human rights and tourism, has proven evidence presented by the cases 
that tourism development puts profits before local communities and their well-being. This leads to 
violations of national laws and human rights provisions which are legally recognised by Countries that 
have ratified the relevant International Covenants. Analysis of the tourism-related cases shows that the 
loss of local residents’ shelter, housing and land, often by violent means and sometimes with the loss 
of human lives, frequently also resulting in loss of access to resources upon which their livelihood 
depends, triggers additional human right violations.

Such violations, resulting from evictions, as mentioned several times by the UN Special Rapporteur on 
the Right to Housing, are incompatible with the respect of international covenants.
Therefore, the ITE issued a judgment of condemnation of such violations and Recommendations, 
general and specific, for the 5 cases, with concrete proposals aimed at full respect for human rights 
law. These Recommendations, in Annex, are sent to the responsible Governments, the UN Special 
Rapporteurs, the civil society organizations, as well as widespread internationally to inform the public 
opinion. 

We believe that dialogue between yourselves and the representatives of communities facing evictions
will help you to understand that human rights, community and responsibility are the foundations of real
and  fair  development  in  your  territories.  We  support  improvements  in infrastructural  and  other
development that achieves equitable and adequate living standards, not in violation of international and
national legality at the expense of the inhabitants, but including them, protecting and promoting their
rights and interests by seeking solutions that do not result in marginalisation, in poverty and in the
destruction of communities and livelihoods. 

>>> We invite you, though, to implement the ITE Recommendations with the collaboration 
of the relevant stakeholders, in particular the organizations of the victims of the evictions 
and of the international networks with experience in these issues. 

>>> We also ask you to prepare, together with all relevant stakeholders, periodic Report on
the implementation of these Recommendations, with deadline 30/09/18.

We inform you that, in agreement with the UN Special Rapporteurs, we will notify to them such Report,
and any further violations of human rights in the cases in question, so that they will act accordingly.

We wait for reception confirmation and for your concrete answers.

Soha Ben Slama, Coordinator ITE (Tunisia)
for the Steering Committee of International Tribunal on Evictions 

Cesare Ottolini, IAI global Coordinator (Italy)
Ernesto Jímenez Olin, Union Popular Valle Gomez (Mexico)
Hung-ying Chen, Taiwan Alliance of Anti-Forced Evictions (Taiwan)
Mike Davies, IAI Southern Africa Coordinator (Zimbabwe)
Robert Robinson, NESRI, USACAI Coordinator (USA)
Varghese Theckanath, Montfort Social Institute (India)
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